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can believe that deceitful tongue of yours?" she said. 'If I
were to die to-morrow, would you not forget me? Wait
till I am better and, if you still wish to sleep with me, you
shall"
"Very well," Hsi-m£n said, "if you won't have me, Pll go
to Golden Lotus."
"Yes, do," the Lady of the Vase said.%"That is exactly
where you should go. She is waiting for you in a fever of
anxiety. If you do not go she will think I have prevented
you."
"In that case, I will go now."
The Lady of the Vase smiled bitterly. "I was teasing you,"
she said. "But please go,"	*
When he had gone, she got up and sat on the bed. Welcome
Spring brought her medicine. She could not restrain her tears,
and her fragrant cheeks were wet with them. She sighed as
she took the medicine.
Golden Lotus had gone to bed when Hsi-mfin Ch'ing came
to her room. "You have gone to bed very early," he said.
"What kind of wind has blown you here?" she said. "Where
have you been drinking to-day?"
"Han Tao-kuo asked me to go to his place," Hsi-men
said. "He wished to distract me after my bereavement, and
to make some retuA for the kindness I've shown him."
"Looking after his wife when -he was away on^business, I
suppose!" Golden Lotus said.
"Oh, no," Hsi-mSn said, "between master and man, any-
thing of that sort would be improper."
"Improper, do you say? Did you put a strap about your
loins to make sure that you would not overstep the mark?
It is no use trying to hoodwink me. I have known all about
it for some time. On your birthday, that strumpet was here
flaunting a pin with the character shou that you had secretly
sneaked from the Lady of the Vase and given to her. The
Great Lady and Tower of Jade both noticed it. I told her
what I thought and she flushed crimson. But I don't suppose
she mentioned that to you. So that is where you have been
to-day. Oh, you shameless fellow! A flat-footed, lanky, ugly-
looking strumpet like that with the hair all over her forehead
, and lips as red as blood! What a woman! A great purple-
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